[image: image1.png]


Andrew Constance MP
                                 Member for Bega 

                                                                             Shadow Minister for Disability Services

                                                          Shadow Minister for Ageing

Media Release 31 March 2008

NSW LIBERAL/NATIONALS WELCOME

AUTISM ANNOUCEMENT ON PROVISO MORE IS DONE
 
Shadow Minister for Disability Services Andrew Constance today welcomed the autism announcement on the proviso the Iemma Government does more to address the crisis facing families across the State. 
 
"It is important to acknowledge this funding is a start, however it only scratches the surface in terms of assisting families across NSW,” Mr Constance said.
 
"Even the Premier's own statement says that 165 children will be assisted each year, yet 300 new children are being diagnosed," Mr Constance said. 
 
Last year, the first major research findings into the prevalence of autism spectrum disorders found that one in 160 Australian children aged between 6 and 12 years have an autism spectrum disorder (ASD) - that is over 10,000 Australian children in that age group.
[1] 
 
"Having met with families in Broken Hill, Lismore and Bega over recent weeks today's announcement, whilst welcome by the sector, will not address the difficulties facing many families particularly those outside of metropolitan Sydney desperate for therapy services," Mr Constance said. 
 
“The NSW and Federal Governments need to work together strategically to address the challenges that our community faces with autism spectrum disorders,” he said. 
 
“There must be a greater focus on early intervention from a research, policy and resourcing perspective. The Iemma Government must focus on providing families with access to timely and affordable diagnosis, particularly in rural and remote areas.
 
“Waiting times for diagnosis in some cases are up to 24 months leaving many families under stress and resulting in vital time lost for the child to receive support. 
 
“The Iemma Government should also focus on reducing the waiting period between diagnosis and early intervention service provision.
 
“In the upcoming State Budget, the Iemma Government has an opportunity to substantially increase resources allocated for autism-specific early intervention services, given the benchmarks set in the latest research. 
 
"It is key the Iemma Government engage with the sector to establish clear service standards and codes of conduct for the delivery of autism-specific early intervention services," Mr Constance said.
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