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Raising funds for your centre doesn’t need to be all work, it can be an opportunity to increase parent and 
community involvement, publicise your centre and also be a social event for families, children and staff. Try 
to organise a unique event that will get your centre noticed and create a real buzz amongst your families and 
local community.

Legalities
Under the Charitable Fundraising Act 1991 an organisation wishing to raise money by a fundraising appeal 
must hold an Authority to Fundraise. A defi nition of a ‘charitable purpose’ is very broad and based on 
common law. 

Where a not-for-profi t organisation wishes to 
conduct a fundraising appeal, it applies to the 
NSW Department of Gaming and Racing for an 
Authority to Fundraise (02) 9995 0333 or go to 
their website www.dgr.nsw.gov.au). This 
authority is usually granted for fi ve years and 
has no fees attached. An information package 
is available and a publication, Best Practice 
Guidelines for Charitable Organisations. 

Specialist fundraising companies
There are a number of companies that 
specialise in fundraising products, such as 
items for food/ plant/ bulb drives, centre 
merchandise, raffl es etc. These companies 
regular send advertising material to schools 
so ask if they could pass such information on 
to the centre. Fundraising this way means that 
not all profi ts go to the centre, but by using their 
products you may actually raise more money.

Getting everyone involved
Forming a fundraising committee will bring a level or organisation to the process. You may already have a 
fundraising offi cer on the management committee but by pulling in other parents/ interested party fundraising 
can be a cohesive effort that makes everyone feel a part of the centre. You may also fi nd the Network 
Factsheets on Parent Involvement, Volunteers and Publicity useful, these are available for free upon Publicity useful, these are available for free upon Publicity
request from the OOSH Development desk.

Some rules
 n It is prohibited to have tobacco products, more than 20 litres of alcohol, fi rearms, ammunition,   
 weapons or cosmetic surgery as prizes.
 n Money prizes are capped at $5000.
 n It is now lawful to offer “lucky door” or “lucky seat” prizes as and conduct football tipping 
 competitions within certain conditions.
 n All volunteers, or persons receiving a wage, fee or commission to conduct face to face fundraising  
 appeals on behalf of an organisation must wear an identifi cation badge or card. A description of a   
 valid badge and other considerations can be found in the publication, Best Practice Guidelines   
 for Charitable Organisations. 
 n The minimum age for children participating in an appeal as a volunteer is 8 years and 13 years if in  
 receipt of payment. In both cases there must be codes of practice observed; ie degree of supervision  
 etc. 
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