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Q.  What is the Special Needs Subsidy Scheme (SNSS)?

A. SNSS assists children with ongoing high support needs, particularly children with disabilities, to access quality child care.  A subsidy is paid to the child care service to employ additional staff to assist with the inclusion of these children.  Currently SNSS provides assistance to over 4,600 children.

Q. What changes are happening to SNSS?

A. From 15 April all new applications for SNSS that have been recommended for funding will be placed on a waiting list.  Funding released as children withdraw from the scheme will be used to offer assistance to those on the waiting list.

Q. How long will I have to wait before SNSS funding is available?

A. The length of time a person may have to spend on the waiting list will depend on demand and funds being made available as children withdraw from the scheme.

Q. How will the waiting list be managed?

A. All applications for SNSS will be closely assessed to see if the child care service is able to include the child without additional SNSS funding through the use of existing resources and the support of the Supplementary Services Program (SUPS).  Those recommended applications, that meet the SNSS Guidelines, will be placed on the waiting list in order of date of receipt by the Department of Family and Community Services.

Q. Why is SNSS funding being cut?

A. SNSS funding is not being cut.  From an initial allocation of less than $10 million in 1997 expenditure on SNSS has risen to an expected expenditure this financial year of more than $20 million. SNSS has proven to be very popular and demand is exceeding available funds.

Q. Will my child’s child care service lose SNSS funding as a result of this decision?

A. No.  Child care services that receive SNSS funding will continue to receive that funding while the child/children continue to attend the service.

Q. If my child moves to another child care service can we take the SNSS funding with us?

A. SNSS funding does not automatically follow a child from one service to another.  However, where it is assessed that the new service cannot include the child without SNSS, funding may be transferred provided it is at the same level or less than that approved for the old service.

Q. Can my child’s child care service get extra funding if I want my child to attend for additional hours?

A. All applications for SNSS, including those for additional hours, will be closely assessed to see if the child care service is able to include the child without additional SNSS funding.  The service should try to cover the additional hours through the use of existing resources and the support of the Supplementary Services Program (SUPS). 

To ensure SNSS continues to support children with high needs, including those seeking to enter child care for the first time or returning after a break, all recommended applications for additional SNSS funding will go onto the waiting list. 

Q. What if my child’s circumstances change after the application has been submitted?  Will I have to go to the bottom of the wait list?

A. No.   It is recommended that if your child’s needs change prior to the application being approved that the child’s Inclusion Team be advised as soon as possible so the recommendations on the SNSS application can be amended to reflect the new situation.

Q. I will lose my job if I cannot get extra hours (or my child into child care).  Is this what the Government wants?

A. The first step to determine if SNSS is appropriate involves a close assessment to see if the child care service is able to include the child without additional SNSS funding.  Funding will not be recommended where the service is able to include the child through the use of existing resources and the support of the Supplementary Services Program (SUPS).  Those applications that are recommended for additional SNSS funding will be added to the waiting list.  SNSS has proven to be very popular and regrettably demand across Australia has exceeded the initial allocation of less than $10 million.  Even though funding has been greatly increased demand appears to be increasing at a greater rate.  Accordingly SNSS funds need to be distributed in the fairest way possible which includes equal right of access for people not previously receiving assistance but who now have a need.
