The OSHC Census - the view from my corner of the world.
By Robyn Monro Miller 2000 
The census is something I have always, without fail groaned at every time I received it over the last 12 years in OSHC.

How dare they I would complain to my staff! They do not pay me for this time I spend!!

What right do they have to know all this info?

Who cares if it is accurate or not!!!

What are they going to do with it - put it in a draw and never see it again ?????

Yes, I was really, really anti-census.
So why would I change my mind???

Well, I was not converted by some smooth talking bureaucrat I can assure you! My change of heart was as a result of necessity. In 1994 I was appointed a delegate to NOSHSA and had to stop thinking about ‘my service’, ‘my community’ and start thinking ‘Big Picture’.

NOSHSA has over the years used the census data to lobby and advocate on behalf of OSHC Services and families. Fancy Rhetoric and cute anecdotes do not cut it with politicians, journalists or in fact most of the general public.

’A lot of kids use OSHC’ doesn’t say much, but ‘ 300,000 children and half a million adults depending on our services...now that says a whole lot more!!!   ‘How many votes is that?????’  you hear the ‘pollies’ mentally tally in their heads.

As NOSHSA Chair I frequently have referred to census data for including in press releases, Senate enquiries and visits to Politicans. The information gained from the census assists us in making comparisons, estimates, and drawing conclusions.

It helps me to know that when I am completing the census on ‘unpaid’ time or time paid for by my centre that I am doing it for something useful. No longer do I scream ‘ I should invoice the Department for this time!’

I ensure now my census is accurate and in on time, it is my contribution to quantifying our sector.

I believe while the Government is prepared to release this information without cost to the sector we should be prepared to provide the information without cost. NOSHSA does not have the resources or the finances to possible compile this data so it is one less strain on our National Association.

The census is time consuming, it is boring and tedious but next time you do one please consider it as your contribution to the OSHC sector’s fight for recognition, improved standards and a better deal for those kids you would much rather be spending your time with than doing the census!!!

Your colleagues working at national level will be really pleased you did!

What do you think about the census ?

How could it be improved ?
